
 

PRIOR, HAROLD WALTER 

 Private : Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) : 1st Battalion.  

Age: 18 Date of Death: 29/07/1918  

Service No: G/29714  

Son of Walter and Annie Prior, of Tolleshunt Major, Essex. Enlisted Warley born Tolleshunt Major resident 

Messing. He died of wounds 

 In  1917 the battalion moved with the 13th Brigade 5th Division to Italy 29.11.17 - 6.12.17. Returned to France 

April 1918 .  

The 1918 Spring Offensive or Kaiserschlacht (Kaiser's Battle) and also known as the Ludendorff Offensive was 

a series of German attacks along the Western Front during the First World War, which marked the deepest 

advances by either side since 1914. The German authorities had realised that their only remaining chance of 

victory was to defeat the Allies before the overwhelming human and matériel resources of the United States 

could be deployed. They also had the advantage of nearly 50 divisions freed by the Russian surrender (Treaty of 

Brest-Litovsk). 

There were four separate German attacks, codenamed Michael, Georgette, Gneisenau, and Blücher-Yorck. They 

were initially intended to draw forces away from the Channel ports that were essential for British supply and 

then attack the ports and other lines of communication. The planning process, however, diluted the strategy. 

The final offensive launched by Ludendorff on July 15 was a renewed attempt to draw Allied reserves south 

from Flanders, and to expand the salient created by Blücher-Yorck eastwards. An attack east of Rheims was 

thwarted by the French defence in depth. Although German troops southwest of Rheims succeeded in crossing 

the River Marne, the French launched a major offensive of their own on the west side of the salient on July 18, 

threatening to cut off the Germans in the salient. Although Ludendorff was able to hold off this attack and 

successfully evacuate the salient, the initiative had clearly passed to the Allies, who were shortly to begin the 

Hundred Days Offensive which effectively ended the war 

 

 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 



 

His name is on the Messing Village Memorial 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: III. J. 16. 

Cemetery: AIRE COMMUNAL CEMETERY 

 

From March 1915 to February 1918, Aire was a busy but peaceful centre used by Commonwealth forces as 

corps headquarters. The Highland Casualty Clearing Station was based there as was the 39th Stationary Hospital 

(from May 1917) and other medical units. Plot I contains burials from this period. The burials in plots II, III and 

IV (rows A to F) relate to the fighting of 1918, when the 54th Casualty Clearing Station came to Aire and the 

town was, for a while, within 13 kilometres of the German lines. The cemetery now contains 894 

Commonwealth burials of the First World War and a few French and German war graves. There are also 21 

Second War burials, mostly dating from the withdrawal to Dunkirk in May 1940. The Commonwealth plots 

were designed by Sir Herbert Baker. No. of Identified Casualties: 921 

  

 

TOLLESHUNT MAJOR 

 


